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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE           
 
CALL TO WORSHIP FROM PSALM 86 

There is none like you among the gods, O God, nor are there works like yours. All the people you have 
made shall come and bow down before you. They shall glorify your name. For you do wondrous things. 
You alone are God. Teach us your way, O God, that we may walk in your truth; give us an undivided 
heart to revere your name. And we will give thanks to you, O God, with our whole hearts, and we will 
forever praise your name.  

 
For great is your steadfast love toward us, you have delivered our souls from the depths of Sheol. 

 
* HYMN  
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CALL TO CONFESSION  
Gracious God, who we have seen in Christ and in the many ways by which you are all around us, 
God, in whom we hold all things together – we have not enough turned to you as One. 

We have consumed the inheritance of the generations to come;  
we have fed the Leviathan of war; we have watched those in need from a distance,  
 from too far, far too often. 

We sometimes forget those in prison, those with too little clothing, in sickness,  
struggling in being alone, or walking always in hunger are not us. Oh, but they are. Forgive us when 
we forget others, thinking only of ourselves – forgetting that we cannot be who you have called us to be 
without each other.  

 

SILENT PRAYER FOR RECONCILIATION: 
 

RESPONSE: 
 Sprit of the living God, Fall afresh on me; Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 
 Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on Me. 
 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE & FORGIVENESS  
Hear the good news: We are loved and forgiven by God. Amen. 

 

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Let the peace of Jesus the Christ be with you all! And also with you.  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the Scriptures are read and your 
Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: PSALM 123 
I look to you, heaven-dwelling God, look up to you for help. Like workers, alert to their employer’s commands, 
like a maiden attending her lady, we're watching and waiting, holding our breath, awaiting your word of mercy. 
Mercy, God, mercy! We've been kicked around long enough, kicked in the teeth by complacent powerful 
people, kicked when we're down by arrogant brutes. 
 

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 25: 14-30 
"It's also like owner going off on an extended trip who calls the employees together and delegated respon-
sibilities. To one was given five thousand dollars, to another two thousand, to a third one thousand, depending 
on their abilities. Then the boss leaves. Right off, the first employee went to work and doubled the owner’s 
investment. The second did the same. But the one with the single thousand dug a hole and carefully buried the 
owner’s money.  
 

"After a long absence, the boss came back and settled up with the emplyees. The one given five thousand 
dollars showed a doubling in the investment. The owner commended the employee: 'Good work! You did your 
job well. From now on be my partner.'  
 

"The employee with the two thousand had also doubled the owner’s investment. 'Good work!’ said the 
employer. ‘You did your job well. From now on be my partner.'  
 

"The worker given one thousand said, ‘Boss, I know you have high standards and hate careless ways, that you 
demand the best and make no allowances for error. I was afraid I might disappoint you, so I found a good 
hiding place and secured your money. Here it is, safe and sound down to the last cent.'  
 

"The owner was furious. 'That's a terrible way to live! It's criminal to live cautiously like that! If you knew I was 
after the best, why did you do less than the least? The least you could have done would have been to invest the 
sum with the bankers, where at least I would have gotten a little interest.  
 

"'Take the thousand and give it to the one who risked the most. And get rid of this "play-it-safe" who won't go 
out on a limb. Throw this one out into utter darkness.'  
 

SERMON ARE YOU USING YOUR GIFTS    GLORIA-JEAN SKEETE, NYTS  
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* HYMN # 276  GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS 

 
 

PREPARING FOR THE OFFERING 
 

In this world, someone has too much. Someone has barely enough, someone has nothing at all. 
 

When we share our commitment and financial support, we act on the imagination of Jesus. Jesus, who sees enough 
bread to go around, enough courage to speak the truth, and enough love to overcome all things. 
 

O God, to those of us who have hunger, give bread. And to those of us who have bread, give the hunger for justice. When 
the 5,000 were hungry, the disciples came to Jesus and said: “Send the people away, so they may get something to 
eat.” Jesus answered: “You give them something to eat.” 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 
 

BLESSING THE OFFERING: And the people reached in their pockets and pulled out the bread and the fishes and shared 
them, and there was abundance for all, and even more. Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

THE PRAYER THAT JESUS TAUGHT US (IN UNISON) 
Our Mother/Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kindom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For yours is the kindom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 

* HYMN:  COMFORT, COMFORT YOU MY PEOPLE 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

BLESSING RESPONSE: Thanks be to God! 
 
 

BENEDICTION Sung Blessing (in English or Czech) 
Christians rise and act your creed,         Amen to pozehnani prijdiz na nas vsecky, 
Let your prayer be in your deed;             Abychom po skonani vesli v raj nebesky, 
Seek the right, perform the true,           A tam s angelskou risi, boha take ctilli, 
Raise your work and life anew.            Dejz nam to; o Jezisi, spasitely mily. 
Come then law divine and reign,   Amen. 
Freest faith assailed in vain. 
Perfect love, bereft of fear, 
born in heaven and radiant here. Amen. 

POSTLUDE 
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