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“[John F. Kennedy said], "Those who make peaceful revolution impossible will 
make violent revolution inevitable." Increasingly, by choice or by accident, this is 
the role our nation has taken, the role of those who make peaceful revolution 
impossible… I am convinced that if we are to get on the right side of the world 
revolution, we as a nation must undergo a radical revolution of values. We must 
rapidly begin... the shift from a thing-oriented society to a person-oriented 
society. When machines and computers, profit motives and property rights, are 
considered more important than people, the giant triplets of racism, extreme 
materialism, and militarism are incapable of being conquered. 

A true revolution of values will soon cause us to question the fairness and justice 
of many of our past and present policies. On the one hand, we are called to play 
the Good Samaritan on life's roadside, but that will be only an initial act. One day 
we must come to see that the whole Jericho Road must be transformed so that 
men and women will not be constantly beaten and robbed as they make their 
journey on life's highway. True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a 
beggar. It comes to see that an edifice which produces beggars needs 
restructuring.”   

Martin Luther King Jr., Beyond Vietnam –A Time to Break the Silence 

April 4, 1967, Riverside Church, New York City 
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PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
One:  God of Balance and Bounty, Supreme Ingenuity, Steadfast Companion, Mother  

of all courage and endurance, Father of distant promise, we greet You,  
Many:  With gratitude in our hearts for all that you have done for us, all that you  

have empowered us to do and all that you have promised us.   
One:  We greet You with hearts of faith, from the midst of our private fears, hurts,  

doubts and resentments and more questions than we can count.  
Many:  We give thanks to you O God, because we know that there is space in this  

place, in Your house and in Your heart for all of this - for each one of us,  
wherever we are on our respective journeys, and for all the baggage we  
carry with us.   

One:  You stand beside us ready to ease our burdens and to give us rest.  
Many:  You follow behind us, turning our regrets and lost battles into pathways  

towards purpose and peace.    
One:  You stand ahead of us, blazing the trail back to You;  
Many:  challenging us, leading us onwards towards systems and relationships that  

better reflect your love and justice; towards a more sincere  
acceptance of ourselves and one another, towards more boundless   
imagination and deeper devotion to You.  O God, you are great indeed! 

 

HYMN #386:  O FOR A WORLD 

 



 
*Please stand if you are comfortable doing so.          Page 3 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
O god, we bring before you the burdens of our conscience and our desire  for your grace, 
guidance and love.  Open our hearts for reflection and rethinking as we pray together in this 
sacred space.  

 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
Great Provider, God of Balance and bounty, who gave manna to the Israelites when they were 
stranded in the Wilderness and fed the multitudes with mere crumbs, You created a lush and 
bountiful world for us to share, enjoy and protect.  You gave ample food for the nourishment 
of our bodies, minds and spirits – abundance for all and even more, but we confess we have 
allowed the equilibrium to be disturbed.  Some have greedily hoarded money and things and 
recklessly consumed the earth’s resources, while others have been made to go hungry, 
doomed to run from place to place in search of food and comfort, to fight over crumbs in 
slums and soup-kitchens.  We have allowed our imaginations and ourselves to be governed 
by policies which keep this structure in place – which amass more wealth in the hands of the 
few and which relegate the masses to poverty.  Help us, O God, to hold those at the top of the 
heap accountable, and to provide for those at the bottom.  Help us to see beyond the 
limitations of our circumstances and abilities, to Your reality.  Give us fresh ideas, new 
courage and a spirit of collaboration, O God, to cope with things as they are now and to build 
a better tomorrow, so that all people may live the dignified lives You intend for them, and in so 
doing, come to know your deep and endless love for them.   
   
 
A TIME FOR SILENT PRAYER 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE: SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD 
 Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 
 Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 
 Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me; 
 Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
 
 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE & FORGIVENESS  

One: The good news is that God sees all we are, meets us where we are, loves and 
accepts who we are, and offers forgiveness and healing. We can continue our 
journey together without fear. 

Many:  Our thanks and praise to the God of life and hope! 
One:  Friends believe in the good news of the gospel! 
Many:  God’s grace dwells among us! 
One:  Let us greet each other, loved and forgiven!  May the peace of Jesus Christ be  

with you all.   
 
*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 
*Please stand if you are comfortable doing so.          Page 4 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

One: Be with us, O God, as we listen to the words of those people whose stories tell 
the presence of your love and wisdom for all the ages. 

 
Many: Guide us, O God, in our reflection so that in your light we may see light, in 

your truth find freedom, in your will discover peace, and in your love find 
our salvation.   

 
THE SCRIPTURE READING: MATTHEW 15: 21-28 AND 29-38 
 
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ But he did not answer her 
at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps 
shouting after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.’ But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ He answered, ‘It is 
not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet 
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ Then Jesus answered 
her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ And her daughter 
was healed instantly.  

After Jesus had left that place, he passed along the Sea of Galilee, and he went up the 
mountain, where he sat down. Great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, 
the maimed, the blind, the mute, and many others. They put them at his feet, and he 
cured them, so that the crowd was amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the 
maimed whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of 
Israel.  

Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, ‘I have compassion for the crowd, 
because they have been with me now for three days and have nothing to eat; and I do 
not want to send them away hungry, for they might faint on the way.’ The disciples said 
to him, ‘Where are we to get enough bread in the desert to feed so great a crowd?’ 
Jesus asked them, ‘How many loaves have you?’ They said, ‘Seven, and a few small 
fish.’ Then ordering the crowd to sit down on the ground, he took the seven loaves and 
the fish; and after giving thanks he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the crowds. And all of them ate and were filled; and they took 
up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 
 
SERMON:  UNDER THE TABLE               DREW PATON  
 
HYMN #408: WHERE CROSS THE CROWDED WAYS OF LIFE 
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PREPARING FOR THE OFFERING 
 

One:      In this world, someone has too much.    
Many: Someone has barely enough, someone has nothing at all. 
 

One:      When we share our commitment and financial support, we act on  
the imagination of Jesus. 

Many:  Jesus, who sees enough bread to go around, enough courage to 
    speak the truth, and enough love to overcome all things. 
 

One:      O God, to those of us who have hunger, give bread.  
 And to those of us who have bread, give the hunger for justice.  
 

Many:  When the 5,000 were hungry, the disciples came to Jesus and said:  
 “Send the people away, so they may get something to eat.” 
 

One: Jesus answered: “You give them something to eat.” 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC 
 
BLESSING THE OFFERING 
 

One:    And the people reached in their pockets and pulled out the bread and the fishes and 
shared them, and there was abundance for all, and even more.    

Many:   Amen.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: IN YOUR PRAYERS, PLEASE REMEMBER: 
 

How do we pray for all those in need, suffering through spiritual, personal, political, natural 
upheavals and more? We pray always imperfectly, knowing that God makes up the difference. 
So pray. Lift up the voices of your own name and others you care about this morning. Lift up 
your prayers and petitions to God, whatever they may be. And as we do pray, let us keep in 
mind the many we know who are in the process of healing, recovery, or preparation for the 
transition that awaits us all. 
 
Pray with us for justice and courage and those who lead us. For Annie Rawlings in her work 
around the upcoming anniversary of 9/11; for Drew Paton, today completing his time with us – 
following God’s call to God’s work in a new and challenging way. To all transition. We pray all 
the prayers in the hearts of those present and elsewhere. We know they are heard… 
 
And now, with the confidence of the children and creation of God, let us pray: 

 
THE PRAYER THAT JESUS TAUGHT US (IN UNISON) 
 

Our Mother/Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kindom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For yours is the kindom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen.  

 
HYMN #563: LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING 
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COMMISSIONING OF THE REV. ANDREW (DREW) PATON TO ST. PETER’S CHURCH, SPENCERTOWN, NY 
 
SUNG BLESSING (IN ENGLISH OR CZECH) 

Christians rise and act your creed,        Amen to pozehnani prijdiz na nas vsecky, 
Let your prayer be in your deed;            Abychom po skonani vesli v raj nebesky, 
Seek the right, perform the true,          A tam s angelskou risi, boha take ctilli, 
Raise your work and life anew.           Dejz nam to; o Jezisi, spasitely mily. 
Come then law divine and reign,   Amen. 
Freest faith assailed in vain. 
Perfect love, bereft of fear, 
born in heaven and radiant here. Amen. 

  
BLESSING 
 
POSTLUDE (CLOSING MUSIC)  
 
 

 Jan Hus Presbyterian Church & Neighborhood House 
351 East 74th Street   New York City   10021 

Telephone: (212) 288-6743    Fax: (212) 879-0929 
E-mail: church@janhus.org Email Ray: pastor@janhus.org  Website: www.janhus.org 

Facebook: Jan Hus Presbyterian Church; Twitter @janhuschurch 
 

COUNCIL:  Kerry Flynn, Gary Ireland, Annie Rawlings, Del Shorter, Deborah Widerkehr 

DEACON:   Essie Rance   

THE STAFF 

  Ministers   All the People 
   Ray Bagnuolo          Teaching Elder in the Ministry of Word and Sacrament 
  Amy Conley   Volunteer Coordinator, HOAP Outreach 
  Drew Paton   Pastoral Assistant, HOAP Outreach 
  David Kelley   Supervisor HOAP, Sr. Social Worker, MSW 
  Stanley M. Kusz  Hospitality Minister, Assistant to Pastor  
  Edmund Leary   HOAP Outreach 
  Christian McLeer  Music Director 
  Karl Kaminski, Jeremiah Frederick   Musicians 
  Walter Marcus    Custodian, Hospitality 
 Holly Nedelka, Director   Child’s Play; www.childsplaynyc.com  
 Jimmy Ortiz   Building Manager 
 Francis (Frank) Rocco  Chief Operating Officer 
  Carol Schachter  Comptroller/Church Administrator  
 Gerard D. Shaw  Hospitality Specialist 

THE RESIDENT STAFF:  

Lillie Grecco, Walter Marcus, Marvin Ramirez, Essie Rance, Annie Rawlings, Frank Rocco, Gerard D. Shaw, Rob 
 

HUSSITE PETS:  

Philpot, Madge, Sam, Bisou, Rocket Man, Spark Man, Lincoln, Besse Mae Mucho, Cadeau, and Allie 
 
 

We are a Welcoming and Affirming Congregation  
and Neighborhood House. All are welcome and welcome to fully worship and serve in this place. 

 
For more information on any of these announcements or if you have an announcement to share, please call 

Carol at 212-288-6743 or Email church@janhus.org  
8,1,2,7,6.3,4,5 


